


Dark Money

• Vast sums of money poured into American politics 
through campaign finance, political organizations, or 
non-profits, by the wealthy few



Education Anti-government Extremist 
Groups in Maine

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/antigovernment-general






A Tale of Two Headlines

June 2023 November 2023



What is Moms for Liberty?

“In late October, a spokesperson for 
the Moms told me that the 
organization—ostensibly a charity—
is a ‘media company.’”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Media Matters shows M4L signal boosting from right wing media from inception



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Washington Post twice plays up Tina Descovich in her SuperGirl pose



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
True face is not moms, but an 84 year old Goldwater delegate and right-wing string puller, Morton Blackwell



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
M4L is an offshoot and obedient servant of established right-wing institutions











Lessons from Research and Election Day

• Stick to our values and what we want for education. Our frame, not their 
frame. Narrative. Personalize. Humanize. Repeat, Repeat, Repeat.

• Safe high achieving academic environment for all students.  

• Public support for 85% who choose to go to public schools.

• Schools=community.

• They want Control over students and educators—what they read, what 
they  can say, how they play, what they think

• Acting for rich white men 



More Lessons

• Look for people in middle, who are staying home and intimidated. 

• Not party, but public education.

• Unions, teachers, librarians, students, parents, LGBTQ+, faith groups, non-
profits.

• Rally against the haters—they hate bad publicity.

• Thank and support your school board members, librarians, administrators, 
and teachers.



“Control” Narrative

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/11/08/glenn-youngkin-democrats-virginia-elections-culture-wars/


Not all 
Publicity Is 
Good

Moms for Liberty

https://pen.org/report/banned-in-the-usa-state-laws-supercharge-book-suppression-in-schools/
https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-extremism-2022/assault-inclusive-education


Welcome to Milwaukee



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Organizing for public schools

https://redwine.blue/guides/


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Real grassroots

https://defenseofdemocracy.org/
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